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True Christian Liberty Results in True Christian Service 
 

Rom 15:1-8 
1 
We then who are strong ought to bear with the scruples of the weak, and not to please 

ourselves. 
2 
Let each of us please his neighbor for his good, leading to edification. 

3 
For even Christ did not 

please Himself; but as it is written, "The reproaches of those who reproached You fell on Me." 
4 
For 

whatever things were written before were written for our learning, that we through the patience and comfort 
of the Scriptures might have hope. 

5 
Now may the God of patience and comfort grant you to be like-minded 

toward one another, according to Christ Jesus, 
6 
that you may with one mind and one mouth glorify the God 

and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
7 
Therefore receive one another, just as Christ also received us, to the 

glory of God.  
 
The first verse of this chapter Paul is the summing up his teachings on Christian liberty that he has given in 
the previous chapter. He has pointed out that the faith, that is our Christian walk is not based upon meat, 
drink and special days but upon a sincere love for each other. He has warned that we are not to bring 
division and destruction upon the church over such things as food, drink and special days. He thus repeats 
the command that the strong should bear with the infirmities of the weak, and that instead of selfishly 
regarding simply their own interests, rather, they should endeavor to promote the welfare of their brethren. 
 
He bases this upon the life of Christ, whom he sets before us as a perfect example of service toward others 
even to the point of self denial. Pointing out that what is written in Scripture is for our learning. And all to this 
end, that there might be unity in the body of God.  
 
We then shall consider this passage under these three headings: 1) Ones liberty in Christ must always be 
tempered with care for the weaker members. 2) Our liberty must be practiced within the boundaries of the 
example of our Lord. 3) Our liberty is to be compliant to unity in the Church.  
 
A. Ones liberty in Christ must always be tempered with care for the weaker members. 
 

1. Who are the strong in their faith in Christ?  
 

a. These are those who have a good understanding of how Christ has fulfilled all of the Old 
Testament ceremonial types and binding laws.  
 

b. Those who understood that Scripture alone is the only basis for faith and conduct and therefore 
cannot be bound by the mere commands of men.  

 
2. However this care must be tempered by Holy Scripture. 

 
a. If there is instruction needed it must be done with gentleness and great patience.  

 
b. The personal practice of liberty may need to be made subservient to the foibles of the weaker 

members.  
 

c. Notice the instruction here is to “bear” with the scruples of the weaker member. 
 

(1) In the Greek the word trans. “bear” to carry what is burdensome.  
(2) Receive the burden calmly and endure the weight of the burden.  
(3) i.e. It may take time for that weaker member to come to an understanding.  
(4) This applies to all, but without question to those in the place of oversight.  

 
d. Always remembering that one does not have to exercise their liberty in order to possess it.  

 
(1) Fully aware that nothing is unclean of itself.  

 
Rom 14:14 I know and am convinced by the Lord Jesus that there is nothing unclean of itself; but to him who 
considers anything to be unclean, to him it is unclean. 

 



2 
 

(2) Yet to harm a fellow believer in a self centered manner is sin.  
 
Rom 14:21 It is good neither to eat meat nor drink wine nor do anything by which your brother stumbles or is 
offended or is made weak. 
 

3. But no rule should be passed in the church contrary to the clear teachings of Scripture that would 
bind the conscience of others to the rules or opinion of man.  

 
4. Let us sum up what Paul has said here with his own words - Let each of us please his neighbor for 

his good, leading to edification. 
 

B. Our liberty must be practiced within the boundaries of the example of our Lord. - 
 
For even Christ did not 

please Himself; but as it is written 
 
1. Christ here is not so much example or model as He is “motive”. 

 
2. The suffering He endured was not for Himself. - "The reproaches of those who reproached You fell 

on Me." 
 
a. He came to do the will of His Father.  

 
Ps 40:7-8 Then I said, "Behold, I come; in the scroll of the book it is written of me. I delight to do Your will, O 
my God, and Your law is within my heart."  
 

b. And the hatred that the world has toward God (see Rom 8:7) was expressed by their hatred 
toward Christ, the express image of the Father.  
 

c. And, the reproach of our sin before God, Jesus took upon Himself. 
 

(1) Making atonement for it 
(2) By perfect obedience provided for us an imputed righteousness 

 
d. It is most evident that Jesus did not seek personal comfort, wealth, or friends, or honors rather 

He denied himself to promote the welfare of others 
 

3. Therefore as Christ put both the will of His Father and us first let us willing put others before 
ourselves.  

 
Conclusion: Our liberty is to be compliant to unity in the Church. - 

5 
Now may the God of patience and 

comfort grant you to be like-minded toward one another, according to Christ Jesus, 
6 
that you may with one 

mind and one mouth glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
7 
Therefore receive one another, 

just as Christ also received us, to the glory of God.  
 
The purpose of our willingness to put others first is that there might be unity in the Church.  
 
That we may with one mind and mouth glorify God 
 
And this can be done when we have “. . . the same love, being of one accord, of one mind. Let nothing be 
done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself. 
4 Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others.  
 
And when we . . . “Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, being in the form of God, 
did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, 7 but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a 
bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled 
Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross. (Phil 2:2-8) 
 


